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1 The Counſels and Warnings of 
4 EVEALED RELIGION; 


Whom to 
FORSAKE, is LIFE. 


= 


1 aiah viii. 20, 22. To the Law and to the Teflimeny If they 
7 fheak not according to this Mord, it is becauſe . is no light 
in them. d they ſhall hook unto the earth ; and bebold trouble 
7 1 dimneſi of anguiſh ; and they Gall be driven ts 
arkneſ 

Cor. iv. 3, 4. But if our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are loſt : In whom the God of this World hath blinded 
the Minds of them which believe not. 
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Number II. 


The 888 Folly of them that 
be Cornfels and rings Reveal'd 
2 arvig to forſake whom, is Lite. 


B Proverbs IX. 6. 
Forſake the Fooliſſ, and live.“ 
3 HE eternal Wiſdom of Gop, con- 


cerning which ſuch great and glori- 
ous things are faid in the chapter 
a we find repreſented in this chapter 
ds calling to the fimple and unwiſe, to con- 
23 ider an lay to heart the inſtructions which 
are fent from Heaven, Wiſdom is deſcribed, 
in the manner of a Parable, building a mag- 
= nificent Palace, and there making rich Pro- 
viſſon for all that would accept her Propoſals. 
She ſendeth forth her Meſſengers to publiſh 
XZ theſe propoſals, and to invite the ſons of men 
> to her N Hutz, ſe, that they might partake of its 
Entertain ments. | 
By this Wiſdom, we are to underſtand Di- 
vine Revelation as it hath reſpect to Him 
I A 2 who 


1 
* 
2 
** 


(4) 


who is oo princes Subject of it: Who i is 
« alſo the true light ich lighteth every 
man that * into the world *.” The 
Eternal Logos, who was in the beginning with 


Gop, and who was Gop, is the great Con- 


veyor or Mediator of all divine knowledge 
and underſtanding communicated to the Chil- 
dren of Men. 
The Palace of M iſdom, which is deſcribed 
in the 1ſt v. of the chapter where my text is, 
plainly refers to ſome Building of Gop amongſt 
men, diſtin from the Cities and Kingdoms 
of the Earth. The Provifions in that palace, 
are evidently intended to repreſent the Enter- 
tainments of Wiſdom ; which are, therefore, 
not ſenſual but intellectual and ſpiritual enter- 
tainments. \ 
The Invitations ſent forth to the hi gh 
Places of the City to call in the fimple, A 


ſuch as want underſtanding, agree with the 


goſpel method of inviting finners to come into 
the church and Kingdom of Chriſt ; only allow- 
ing for ſome difference in the Tnviters, which 
was. needful to preſerve the Decorum of the 
Parable, according to Solomon's manner of 
writing. 
The Parable in the xxii of Matthew con- 
cernin "g the Marriage-Fegſt for the King's ſon ; 
and the ſervants being ſent forth to call in 
Gueſts to the wedding; compared with the 
Parable in the xiv Lake where the meſſen- 
r 


Sers 
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gers are ſent forth into the frets and lanes' of 
ibe city; do both fully accord with the Invita- 
tions and Pleadings of Wiſdom, in the verſes 
before the text. The form of the Invitation 
is the ſame, Come eat of my Bread, and 
drink of the Wine which I have mingled. 
To this we are literally call'd in the goſpel 
Church. 

Now, in order to partake of the Feaſt or 
Supper, which heavenly Wiſdom bath pro- 
> vided, and to which infinite Grace and Love 
invite us, our Text requires that we for/ake 
= the «Fooliſh. By which expreſſion, we are to 
> underſtand the Deſpiſers of Reveal d Religion, 
$ and ſuch as fall in with them in any evil 
” courſes and ways of life T. For the fooliſb are 
a 1 oppoſed to them, that go in the way of under- 
= /tanding, in the latter part of the verſe I am 
upon. And if you look a little beyond the 
4 text, wiſdom, and the way of underſtanding, 
3 are thus deſcribed together; The Fear of 
2 < the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; and 
= the knowledge of the holy is underſtanding, 
= By forſaking them that cat of the Reve- 
rence which is due to God, and to thoſe things 
= which he is pleaſed to reveal and require, we 
2 live: And by acquainting ourſelves with 
holy things, and with holy good perſons, and 
3 mags agreeably to them, we ſhall go in the 
== way of underſtanding. Of this, ſome other time. 


+ as the Sermon Ne 1, on the Scripture account ar he 
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1 now to ſhew from the former 
part of the verſe (which is, Forſake the fooliſh 
and live) Two things; 

I. The great and aggravated Folly of them 
that reject the offers and diſcoveries of Reveal d 
Religion; which is indeed the voice of he-. 
venly wiſdom, calling to the children of men. 
And then ſhew, : = 
II. What is that Life which Wiſdom pro- 
poſeth, upon mens forſaking the counſels and 
ways of ſinners. | % | 

And fo conclude with ſome Inferences. 


* 


I. I am to ſhew the great and 9 
Folly of them that reject the offers and diſ- 
coveries of revealed Religion. Loi * 

This is not only to deſpiſe men, but Go. 
It is not merely to caſt Contempt upon hu- 7 
man reaſonings, but upon the voice of hea- 
venly wiſdom it ſelf, calling to the children of 
men. Thus conſidered, it is a folly the moſt * 
aggravated of all other. For, 6 


1, It is a moſt conceited folly. —_ 
The Scriptures have ſuch marks of truth 
and goodneſs, authority and power, as no o- 
ther writings have. They that have diligently 7 
ſearch'd the ſacred Records, have not only 
declared their own firm perſuaſion of the 


truths there reyealed; but the great goodneſs 1 { 


f, 
” 
* 


of the things therein contained, as every way 
n conducive 
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conducive to promote both the honour of 
God, and the happineſs of man. 


And many ui and great men have teſtify 4 
the power and authority of the word of Gon, 
In its effects upon their own hearts and lives, 
as well as in their accounts of the mighty 
changes bereby wrought in others. 
> They have alſo, by the faireſt and moſt di- 
= ligent reaſonings proved the excellency and 
dine authority of the Scriptures, mag thoſe 
external evidences which have ſometimes * 
> ſufficient to convince very violent o 
> Is it not then the molt wrrea/ona — 
for any man to ſet at nought the underſtand- 
1 3 u. or the honeſty of all theſe witneſſes, 
decauſe his underſtanding is of another caſt, 
and his reaſonings thro! unbelief have taken a 
| rn turn? "Muſt no underſtandings be 
ound and right, on the fide of religion, be- 
Auſe they cannot remove all the unbeliever's 
= Prejudices againſt it? With theſe deſpiſers of 
4 the 8 Scripture, none muſt for men of in- 
= genuity and good unde ing, but thoſe 
wat bend their diſcourſes, on the Scripture it 
= eff, to their ways of thinking. Let theſes 
mens unde be what 14 will, it is 
— 3 9 2 their * is their 
A conceit not only appear odi - 
in their 3 at nought the underſtand. 
> | and the integrity, of ſome of the wiſeſt 
1 beſt men that ever lived in the world: 
= it goes ſo far, as to imputc thoſe mighty 


4 works 
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works which no human power could ever 
effect, to deluſion, or to ſome evil cauſe, 
tho' they were pm to ſerve purpoſes un- 
deniably good, and to ſhew that ſuch as wrought 
them were indeed commiſſioned of Gop. 
Some of theſe men are hereupon led to 
make a Jef of thoſe very things, which are 
really of the moſt ſolemn nature, and of the 
higheſt importance; and in doing this, their 
conceit bids defiance to all the ferious ad- 
dreſſes and ſolicitations of wiſdom. No tem- 
pers are ſo vain, and contemptuous of others, 
as theirs who reject the counſel of Gop againſt 
themſelves. Theſe Inſtances of Conceit ag- 
gravate mens folly in matters of Religion, in 
proportion to the great concerns of it being 
above all other concerns in the World. 


2. It is a moſt contemptible folly, notwith- 
ſanding all the conceit that attends it. 
Indeed the conceit is one thing that ren- 


ders it contemptible, and in ſome caſes proves 
a very good antidote to the poiſon that ſuch 
revilers of the ſcripture would otherwiſe 2 


ſpread. 


There is no folly ſo contemptible as that 
which ſets itſelf againſt a Revelation and Com- 
miſſion from Gop. For that reaſoning of 
Gamaliel will eternally hold good, in the vin- 
dication of Chriſtianity, ** That if this coun- 
* {el and this work be of Gop, it cannot be 
« overthrown ;” and haply they that attempt % 


* . h 8 
Py. 7; 2 — 


' * 8 " hn? 4.4: 4 y 4 wm = 3 * 1 
* (Fe) Þ l A. Y 80 _ 4 1 = Eq 1 „ ns 5 0 * P 
n n ed, COPE TRIANGLE ren 
4 3 rn FAY Ihe? * 8 p 2 TT 8 4 4 N 3 , 4 * % * * A * — . .* 
# 8 D ®, = Aa _ _ e "> * PO De? G 
. p R , : : \ 4 wer " 4 . 8 n 


7 no 4 " - ö * * a f + gy FE 
1 n : _ 0 L. 3 N * 2 | 
| i | * * | | + — 4 
=o ws a wy © nbd am... _ 


2 A 0 „ „e e eee ee ao 


(9) 
4% (let their retences be thoug ht ever ſo rea- 
25 will be found ow to fight againſt 
oD. This is no better, than for a potſherd 
pf the earth to lift up it ſelf againſt him that 
formed it; or for derived wiſdom, to boaſt 
g gainſt chat fountain of Se knowledge, 
from whence all wiſdom 
There are three things that render Folly 
Highly contemptible. Namely, when it lifts 
up it felf againſt a power that can cafily c 
= it; and next when it ſets a man "gain his 
dum mercy, or makes him turn away from it; 
3 and then when it goes about to leſſen and 
2 plaſpheme the authority, wiſdom, and good- 
Meſs which it hath deſpiſed. On all theſe 
accounts, they that reject a Revelation from 
I Heaven, ſhew a fooliſhneſs that renders them 
contemptible. They exalt themſelves againſt 
3 the higheſt authority, and the greateſt power 
in the univerſe; a power that can eaſily de- 
oy them: Anda againſt that wiſdom which 
muſt, and will, be *uftify'd in all its proceed- 
4 Ings: And they. ſet themſelves againſt their own 
3 mercy, in rejecting the infinitely kind and gra- 
=c1ious offers of the Goſpel. And when they 
have thus affronted both the majeſty and mercy 
of Heaven, then they blaſpheme the autho- 
# + and grace which they have fooliſhly re- 


ed. But this hath ſtedfaſtly been believed, 
from the patriarchal to the apoſtolical age, 
That judgment ſhall be executed, ſo as to 
1 convince all that are ungodly among men, 
2 B not 


> 


( 10.) 


te not only of all their ungodl ** 1 
« of all their hard IE which ungodly | 
« finners have ſpoken *.” How juſtly d 
wiſdom lay to — that reject her calls and | 
offers, as in the 1ſt chapter of this book of 3 
Proverbs: © Becauſe I have called, and ye 
_ © refuſed, — ye have. ſet at nought all m 1 
3) counſel, and would none of my reproof; bp 
*« alſo will laugh at your calamity, and mock | 3 
« when your fear cometh ; when your fear 
*« cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruction ® 
<« as a whirlwind, when diſtreſs and anguiſh Þ 
* cometh upon you.” 

In the day of Gov's righteous judgment, 
how inexpreflibly contemptible will the folly | 
of thoſe be, Who have deſpiſed the rule of 
Judgment, the proviſions of Grace, and all 
the warnings and reproofs of that wiſdom | 
en! is from above ? 


1 That which further aggravates the fatty © 
Iam ſpeaking of, is, that it is an Oy" 


foll 

s. Ki is frequently obſerved of thoſe that de. 3 

= the principles of reveal'd religion, after 
have been brought up in the dee $ : 

of —_ that they become more vilely pro- 

phane in their ſpeeches, and more diſſolute 

in their manners, than any other ſort of 

ple. Having deſtroy'd the force of hol | 

12 80 which are the moſt awful and i a $3 


® Jud. ver. 14, 15. iu 3 2 
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7 (611 
unt, there are no other things of equal weight 
ind moment that can be urged in their ſtead: 
t is notorious in fact, that there is no folly 
ſo incorrigibly obſtinate as Theirs, who reject 
ſcripture counſels, and break off all the bands of 
religion. All their notions of liberty run into 
7 Ficentiouſneſs, and they become impatient of 
the wiſeſt, kindeſt regulations of their conduct. 
K 

Some perhaps may preſerve a regard to the 


t 
[ 
1 
| 
f 
8 


r reſtraints of human Laws, fo far as they are 
2 concerned to provide for this preſent life: 
. (Tbo it very often happens in courſe of 


providence, and by the juſt judgment of Gov, 
t, that men who caſt off his fear and a reverence 
J to his word, do alſo caſt off all fear of the 
magiſtrate and of the penalties he hath power 
I to inflict.) But he that deſpiſeth the Scrip- 
nN ture, however he may ſhew a regard to his 
preſent worldly intereſt, yet becomes unre- 
_Xlaimable by any of thoſe methods which di- 
y = and ſpiritual wiſdom doth preſcribe. 
le 3 The Apoſtle goes fo far as to fay © It is 
e impoffible to renew ſuch men again unto 
* wy tance, who were once enlighten'd, 
-r de and were partakers of the holy Ghoſt, and 
x e have taſted the good word of Go and the 
e powers of the world to come.” For how 
e 0 thoſe who deny the renovation of the 


* 
5 
4 


—Ppirit, ever come under the power of it? 
ſe Inſtead of ſeeking earneſtlys this heavenly gif?, 


hey learn to make a jeſt of his operations 
Xen the ſoul of man. How ſhould they be 


B 2 brought 


(612) | Y 
brought to repentance who. reject the s 

word of Gob, which is the great and ſtand- 
ing inſtrument by which a renewing ſpirit 
produceth repentance in the hearts of men? 
They are not to be reclaimed by lower mo- 
tives, who ceaſe to have any awful regard to 


% 


4 


the world to come, or to the powerful argu- 
ments and motives fetch'd from thence, _ 3X 

The hardneſs of heart to which a contempt 
of the Scripture leads many, is a fad proof 
of the obſtinate folly to which they are given 1 
up by the righteous judgment of GO. Their 
Pride teſtifieth to their faces, and being 
* filled with their own devices, they do not 
< return to the Lord their Gop *.“ Unleſss 
you forſake Thoſe that you ſee are arrived to 
this heigth of fooliſhneſs, you are in danger 
of having your own principles. weakned ; or 
at leaſt of having the power of fin excited in 
yourſelves, ſo as to make your ſtruggles with F 
profane and ſinful ſuggeſtions more difficult. I by 


p 4. The folly. of thoſe who harden them- I ; 
ſelves againſt all the Inſtructions and Calls of 
heavenly Wiſdom, is finally deſtructive. | | WY. 


# 7 


In prophetical language God declareth I will Þ | 
<© bereave them of Children [or whatſoever is 
dear to them] I will deſtroy my People, fith 
** they return not from their way +.” Yea this 
fooliſhneſs will end, according to the natura! 

Courſe of things, in ruin and miſery. Fools 


M « | 4. 3 f 


I Hol, vii, 10. f Jer. xv. 7. 


(13) 
& die for want of Wiſdom®.” And the © Com- 
jon of fools ſhall be deſtroyed+.” The de- 
Aruction of them who 3 themſelves, and 
pne another, in rejecting the reproofs of Wiſ⸗ 
- Hom, is very ſudden and remedileſs. He 
) X< that being often reproved, hardneth his 
3 * neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that 
X< without remedy 4. I quote theſe Scriptures, 
as ſo many expreſs declarations of the wiſdom 
f Ztrom above, to ſhew what the deſpiſers of it 
1 muſt certainly expect, if it ſhould be indeed 
r 3 from Gop. It will prove too hard for the 
4 after all their reſiſtances, and obſtinate con- 
t tempt of it. 
| The language of it upon its finally - SE | 
. ſuch, that they who oppoſe it ought to be 
rvery ſure its threatnings ſhall paſs for nothing, 
before they go about to harden their hearts in 
| a diſregard to that wrath of Gop, which is re- 
vealed from heaven againſt the unbelief and un- 
righteouſneſs of men. To run a riſque in this 
ad dſe is great fooliſhneſs, becauſe if the Word of 
Go be true, He that hardneth his Heart, 
7 % ſhallfall into miſchief $.” And, © the wicked 
5 „ ſhall be turned into Hell, with all the na- 
1 0 tions that forget God ,.” Our Saviour lays, 
s concerning all thera to whom the Goſpel is 
4 Fer he ye ſure of this, that the King- 
dom of Gop is come nigh unto you: But 
* 1 ſay unto you that it ſhall be more tolera- 


_ 
» 
* 


— 


1 . 4 Prov. X. 21. I Prov. xiii 20. f Prov. xxix. 1. 
; Prov. XXVili. 14. „ Plal, ix. 17. | 


<< ble 


( 1 4 ) | ; 
<« ble for Sodom in the day of Judgment, than 
for ſuch as reject the Word of this King- 
4 dom.“ Add this now, as the End of them 
that deſpiſe revealed religion, to which the 
other inſtances of their fooliſhneſs bring them ; *X 
and ſurely where there are any remains of the 
fear of Gop, or of an, ingeruous diſpoſition = 
of Mind, all ſuch will forſake theſe fooliſhly 


: 
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- 

1 
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adventurous men. 1 
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The Sum of what has been ſaid is this; there 
is no folly fo contemptible, as that, which ex- 
alts itſelf againſt the divine Majeſty, and his 
declared ſufficiently- atteſted Will and Laws; 
rejecting at the ſame time the great Salvation 
propoſed by him, tho! it be the fruit and effect 
of infinite Compaſſion and Love; and then 
blaſpheming and endeavouring to caſt aſper- *? 
fions upon the whole Scheme; and to leſſen 7 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of him that formed 
it, tho' both are worthy of the higheſt Adora- 3 
tion in heaven and earth. uk 4 

| When we confider that there muſt be an 
original Laugiver, or there would never have 
been any Laws; and that God is this one Law- - 
grver, Who is able to ſave and to deftroy : And 
that upon the breach of Gop's Laws, the Act 
of Parden and Grace muſt come from the 
ſame ſupreme Authority; and muſt be accepted 
upon the Sovereign's own terms, or elſe every | 
| 


Criminal muft ſuffer in proportion to the con- 

tempt and hardneſs of heart, with which he has 
5 Luke x. 11, 12. 0 1 
2 ee 
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(15) 
gainſt the Wiſdom and Word of 
Gop; when I fay we duly conſider theſe 
emptible is ſuch folly, as that 
Pf deſpiſing the Laws and the Grace of God? 
And yet there is no folly ſo concerted, as that 
| E which leads men to talk againſt the ſcriptures, 
Y Erber is no folly that ſo much Hhardens itſelf 
| _Sgainſt religious Counſels and reproofs, as this. 
| therefore no folly more certainly deſtruc- 
* in the end; nor any deſtruction more 
rievous and aggravated, than theirs who reject 
J Scripture, if it ſhall be found at laſt to be 
. 2 wiſdom of God. 
Indeed this is ſufficiently evident, at preſent, 
t Ro men that will conſult the Scriptures with 
1 Fare throughout, and obſerve the reference 
N 
1 


| bich one part hath to another, provided that 
they have a fincere deſire to do the Will of 
Bop. For i any man will do his Father's 
Will, our Saviour faith, He ſball know of the 
Doctrine whether it be of Gop, or whether I 
| Peak of my ſelf *. But the truth is, that men 

gere more intent upon having their own Wills, 

and upon fulfilling the defires of their own 
E minds and of their fleſh, than upon knowing 
4 and obeying the Vill of Gov. Life therefore 
gm upon, forſaking the counſels and ways 
2 them, that make light of revealed religion, 
nd that deny the Scriptures to be the wiſdom 

 Gop. This brings me to the | 


John vii. 17, 


ET 


II. 


616) 


u. General a To' ſhew what 41 that | 


Life which wiſdom propoſeth, and calls us 
to, in forſaking the fooliſn. 


In ſhort, it is to live in a way quite con- | 
to them; and in ſo doing, to look for 


all that happineſs which will both accompany 


and reward, a courſe of obedience to the word ; 


of Gop. Forſake the fooliſh” and live. 


This may be conſidered, both as a frecept, 3 
or direction how we are to act, when we fe- * 
parate from the counſels and ways of profane 
finful men; and alſo as a motive and encou- 
ragement to exert all our vigour, and beſt : 


powers, in a courſe of Religion. 


I. Confider it as a a e that we 


ſhould not only forſake the diſobedient, but 


that we ſhould ive as Gop. would have us 3 


to do. 


We muſt not abby quit ge and athe- 
iſtical converſation, but we muſt ſtudy and 
follow the revelations which Gop hath given 
us from Heaven. The words of the Plaſma | 
are remarkable to this purpoſe: © Concern- 
ing the works of men, by the word of 
e thy lips I have kept me from the paths of 


e the deſtroyer *.“ 
They that live in ſenſual pleaſures are very 
properly ſaid to be dead while they live. As to 


any of the valuable purpoſes of life (either uſe- 
fulneſs at preſent, or providing for an — J 


3 
KC - 


* Pfal. xvii. 
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as well be among the dead as the 
ſtyle the Apoſtle ſpeaks when 
ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt and a- 
riſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
thee light.” When the word of Gop calls 


pon us 70 live, it muſt therefore be under- 
Rood of ſpending life in a way ſuitable to 
me reaſonable ers with which Gop hath 
=endued us, walking in his light, and obſerv- 
ing the rules which his wiſdom ſets before 
—ps. This teacheth us to live /oberly, righte- 
iy, and godly, in oppoſition to them who 
Poe in ungodlineſs, intemperance, and world- 


luſts. And he that ſays this as he ought to 


vo, © Depart from me ye evil dbers, for I 


. will keep the Commandments of my Gop,” 
may look to Gop himſelf, who /bews him 


way of life, to wþhold him in it. Up- 


hold me according to thy word, that I may 


live, and let me not be aſhamed of my 


| hope *. This ſhews that to live, is to 


p Gop, and pray to him, in oppoſi- 


Fon to the profane contempt of divine inſti- 


futions, and the prayerleſs conduct of men 
that reject Gop's word. 


© 4=# 


But then the language of our prayers, muſt 


ö be always conformable to ſuch an addreſs as 


this: © The righteouſneſs of thy Teſtimo- 
# nies is everlaſting, give me underſtanding 


and 1 ſhall live” We muſt pray to him 
Pho hath given us his teſtimonies, whoſe 


* Pſa). exix. v. 11g, 116. 4 
| righteouſe. 


618) 
righteouſneſs is everlaſting ; that he would alſo 
give us under ſtanding to know and obſerve his 
teſtimonies upon this very conſideration, That 
they contain the rules of eternal righteouſneſs. 
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2. When it is ſaid forſake the fooliſh, and 
live, we may conſider this as a motive and 
encouragement to exert all the vigour of life 
in a courſe of religion. Thus we ſhould 
contend earneſtly for the Faith once deliver d 
to the ſaints; and be ready to render a reaſon © 
of the hope that is in us. We ſhould . love 
the Lord our Gop with all our mind, heart 
and ſtrength ; and ſhould be ſtedfaſt and un- 
' moveable in all good works. We ſhould be- 
ware leſt being led away by the error of the 
wicked, we ſhould fall from our own ſted- 
faſtneſs. In ſhort, we ſhould act with that 
ſpirit, and firmneſs, which becomes thoſe that 
tek for glory and immortality, This is to 
live in the nobleſt ſenſe, and to this we are en- 
couraged by the happineſs pointed out in this ex- 
preſſion. We ſhall live in the following reſpe&s. 
(1) We ſhall know wherein Life truly con- 
5. A 
42 no communication with the deſpiſers 
of heavenly wiſdom, no fellowſhip with their 
evil and unfruitful works, and you will ſoon 
find ſo much profit and pleaſure in the ways of 
wiſdom, as ſhall enable you to fay with a pe- 
cular emphaſis and ſatisfaction Now I live.” 
When © wiſdom thus entereth into thine 2 3 
= | cc an A $ 
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and knowledge is pleaſant unto thy foul» 

# diſcretion - ſhall preſerve. thee, unde” 
ſtanding ſhall keep thee. That great Lord, 
e who giveth wiſdom, ſhall teach thee to un- 
e derſtand righteouſneſs and judgment and 
e equity; yea every good path “. 
a (2) They that * 4 fooliſh ſhall live, 
as hereby they may prolong life. 
= - Looſe and vicious men do very often ſhort- 
en their days, by their follies and vices; 
— while thoſe that break off from them, tho 
before they do fo they are near to death, yet 
through the divine mercy, when they have 
turned to him in —_ prayer, they have 
I been delivered. Fools becauſe N their 
1 . tranſgreſſion, and becauſe of their iniqui- 
ties are afflicted; their foul abborreth 
all manner of meat, and they draw near 
„ unto the gates of death: Then they oY 
e unto the Lord in their trouble, he ſavet 
e them out of their diſtreſſes. He ſends his 
„ word and healeth them, and delivereth them 
from their deſtructions +.” The chapter 
—Ivhere my text is, declares t, that natu- 
fal life ſhall be lengthen'd, by following the 
——Ernowledge of the holy. For to ſuch, wiſdom 
faith,“ By me thy days ſhall be multiplied, 
and the years of thy life ſhall be encreaſed.” 
(3) They that forſake the counſels and 
Pays of ſinners ſhall Jive, as hereby life ſhal} 
e bleſſed and ſiueetned to them, thro? their de- 
Y po Prov. ii. 9, 10, 11. Þ Pal. cyii, 17—20, f ver, 11. | 
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light in the law of Gov. © Bleffed is the 
„ man that walketh not in the counſel of 


* the ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the way of 


* ſinhers, nor ſitteth in the ſeat of the ſcorn- 


* ful. But his delight is in the law of the 
* Lord, and in his law doth he meditate 
* day and night. And he ſhall be like a 
© tree planted by the Rivers of water, that 
* bringeth forth his fruit in his ſeaſon ; his 
«* leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſoever 
de he doth ſhall proſper “.“ His fruit ſhall 
be produced ſeaſonably, according to the dif- 


ferent ages of life, and the times that paſs 
ite, 3 


over him. Thus ſhall he projet during 
and life ſhall be continued as 

real bleſſing. r 
(4) When bis life ends, it ſhall be exchanged 


for a better. Forſake the fooliſh, and live for ever. z 


| » 
ong as it is a 


When the end of the wicked is to 
be cut off, and to periſh for ever with- 
out any regarding it; the end of the per- 
fect and upright man, who has made the 


word of Gop the guide and pleaſure of hislife, 
will be to enter into peace. He ſhall go to thoſe 7? 
regions of light and life, where all his own 
lamented follies and imperfe&tions ſhall be done 
away, and where no fooliſh deſpiſers of Go 
and religion ſhall ever come: Where tempta- 
tions, and troubles, ſhall be no more; and where 
life ſhall be enjoy'd without any decay, or any 
mixtures of thoſe diſorders that attend this 
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| Heaven there will de fle of joy, and plea- 
| l ſures for evermore. 
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al fate. All things that can be included 
the notion of life, will then complete the 

ity of thoſe who have nel ir lives 


earth according to Gon's word; for in 


Now if there be any thing deſirable, in 


1 owing wherein Life 7ruly cunßſts, in this pre- 


f beat world; and in having it prolonged and 


_Bleſed with proſperity, while it continues fruit- 
ful and uſeful and if there be any thing to 


ix engage our minds, in the glorious proſpects of 


ammortality and eternal happineſs in the world 
o come; theſe things ſhould lead us to for- 
Hake the deſpiſers of that wiſdom, which hath 
moſt clearly made known, both this felicity, 


8 the way to it. 


: | | f 1 ſhall now conclude with three Inferences 
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om what has been ſaid. 
1. We may infer, that the great and re- 
gutedly wiſe men of this world, af often found 
be fools in Gop's account. 
All that ſet themſelves againſt a divine revela- 
Hon, and attempt to deſtroy the authority of the 
ſpel, and ſcoff at them who live in obedienceto 


4 
1 | inſtitutions and precepts of it, are _— 


e fools deſcribed at Corinth, upon the lanting 

Chriſtianity there. Of theſe we have an 
nt in St. Paul's firſt letter to the Co- 
gnthians. © Ye ſee your calling, brethren, 
how 


* * 
* 
* 7 Y — 4 


* how that not many wiſe men after the 
** fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble 
* are called . As to thoſe wiſe, mighty 
and noble, their wiſdom. and religion was of 
their own deviſing and framing, after whom the 
Deiſts now copy. But nevertheleſs, in the ſu - 
ceſs and power of the goſpel, ** Gop made fool-t 
**.iſh the wiſdom of this world; and, nod 
doubt but he will ſtill do ſo, in eſtabliſhing - 4 
bis ,counſel, and in doing all bis pleaſure r. 
He will make good his word and promiſes, 
to the time of Chriſt's future glorious appearing, f 
and the immortality that ſhall follow. This 
is ſtiled by the author to the Hebrews, the 
“ immutability of his - counſel 1. A 
For men to treat ſuch counſels with deriſan, . 
muſt doubtleſs be very great fooliſhneſs ; and x 
ſuch as expoſeth them to the deriſin of Hea- 
ven, that their ſcorn and hatred may be 
returned upon themſelves. This is put very 
ſtrongly by the P/almif, in his prophetick 8 
view of the Kingdom of Chriſt, * The 
< kings of the earth ſet; themſelves, and the 
& rulers take counſel together againſt the 5 
“Lord, and againſt his anointed; ſaying, let 
c us break their bands aſunder, and caſt away = 
te their cords from us.” As if they had faid, 7 
let us have nothing to do with any pretended 
revelations from Heaven, let us be held b 
no ſuch kind of Government, but caſt away 


"> 


99 Cor. I. 20, 26, Sc. + Ifai. xvi. 10. | 7 Heb. vi. 1 | 
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its cords of reſtraint, with all its Laws. 
Hereapon, he that itteth in the Heavens is 

Aid to treat their impotent folly, with con- 

Fempt and ſcorn, as they have treated his 
Frord. He that ſitteth in the Heavens ſhall 
e laugh, the Lord ſhall have them in deri-. 
„ fon *,” This hath evidently a reſpect to the 
arts of ridicule, by which profane men at- 
1 tack the Scriptures concerning the Meſſiah. 
The deriſion and fcorn ſhall certainly turn 
upon themſelves. at laſt, as a juſt retaliation 
for their making a jeſt of divine revelation. 


5 He that ſitteth in the Heavens, ſhall expoſe 
© hem to ſuch diſdain and contempt before 
a angels and men; as ſhall render their puniſh- 


ment in this reſpect inſupportable. As the 
d =Rulers and Kings of this earth, with all their 


!- Authority and perſecuting rage, have not been, 
*X "Able to extirpate that religion which is by 
c *Wſpiration of Gop; ſo we may be aſſured, 
ck pat Gov will not give up his truth, and his 
he Gauſe, to deriſion and contempt. A very 
be * ſupport, this, to all that truly believe 
he the word of Gop, That deriſion and con- 
let tempt ſhall as certainly be requited, as per- 
Feuting wrath. Then ſhall the proceedings of 


Infidel, and papal power and ſcorn, be diſ- 
Faced and puniſhed for ever. Therefore 


"X 2. We ſhould learn from what has been 
ad, to place our / iſdom in believing and 
gf v» Pfal. ii. beginning. | . 
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obeying the word of Gad, and to treat every 
thing as folly that would draw us off from this. 


It is not What paſſeth for wiſdom, | a- 


mong thoſe who receive the Scriptures only to 
wreſt and corrupt them, and to ſerve their 


own. temporal views and intereſts by them, 
that is to be credited as the wiſdom of Gop: 
Not that which is cried up for wiſdom by 
one ſet of men only, or in one view of life, 
that we ſhould pleaſe ourſelves with: But ſuch 
wiſdom as Gop declares, he will own and juſtify 


before the whole world, upon a thoro examina- 
tion of all things according to his word, when 
all the actions of our lives are laid together, 
and confidered in their final iflue. | 

It is a ſmall thing to be judged of men“ 
judgment, who are continually accuſing one 


another of folly, in almoſt all their diffe- 


rences and debates, eſpecially in matters of 
religion. The Day is coming, that will fully 
make manifeſt what is wiſe, and what 1s 
fooliſh. Thoſe whom Gop approves, will be 
applauded for their wiſdom, and made hap- 


Py. - Thoſe whom Gop condemns, ac- 


cording to the rule of judgment which he 


demnation. 


They that are found to have preferr'd 2 


kingdom and portion upon earth, above the | 
Joys and honours of immortality in . 3 
* Wl |; | 4 
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declares he will go by, ſhall then ſtand © 
fel-condemned ; Who ſhall be reproached by 
them alſo, that are under the fame con- 1 


3 


„e xx / cc.  . = 


& endleſs ſtings and confuſion of foul. They 
a 
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« ill then very juſtly be told © They have 
bad their reward.” They that have ſuffer'd 


ſelves to be impoſed on, by /oving the 


aiſe of men more than the praiſe of Gop ; 


by giving way to a fear of men, who 
Id only hurt them in this bodily life, more 
an to the fear of him who is able to de- 
9 and body in hell; both one and 
˖ 


other of theſe, Chal be condemned to take 
eir lot with hypocrites and unbelievers, un- 


t have gone knowingly into thoſe evil ways, 
apainſt which the wrath of Gop is revealed 


om heaven, and that go on without repen- 
"ance to accompany with ſinners in theſe 
"Ways, ſhall periſh without pity ; becauſe 
hey have rejected the counſel of Gop, and 


t 


ya doing have choſen death rather than life. 
no experience of the miſchiefs of infidelity, 
d the evil of ſin, will teach men true wiſdom, 
da reverence to Gop's word, they muſt have 
eir portion in a /ake that burns with fire and 


imſtone, however incredible tis now thought 
Pat there ſhould be ſuch a place of abode. 


It is therefore of the utmoſt importance to 
us, not to judge of wiſdom or folly, by the 
advantages or diſadvantages of life, or by the 
eſtimate and faſhions of this world, or by any 


-views and humours of men; but by 


nſulting, and keeping to, the unerring word 


God. All fleſh that walks upon this earth, 


i withering and * as the graſs that 


grows 


(26) 


grows upon it; and all the glory of man, s 
like the glory of a fading fower; but he 
that doth the will of Gop endureth for ever. 


In this therefore let us place our wifdom. 


3. Serious and good men ſhould learn, not 
to envy the fooliſh, nor to ſay and do any thing 


needleſsly to provoke their folly. 


The latter part of this inference, the verſe 
after the text ſuggeſts to us: He that re- 
* proveth a ſinner getteth to himſelf ſhame; * 
© and he that rehuketh a wicked man getteth 


* himſelf a blot. Reprove not a ſcorner 
* leſt he hate thee,” They that make a jeſt 


of the Scriptures, ought rather to be forſaken, 


than argued with ; for ſuch debates, in com- 
mon converſation, ſerve only to provoke their 
mouths to pour out fooliſhneſs, and to blot 
the characters of thoſe who have been the ex- 
cellent of the earth. 


And as to envying the worldly fame ot 


proſperity of ſcornful men, this we are taught 
to watch againſt, David acknowledges it 


to have been great ignorance, that he we 
once envious at the fooliſh, when he ſaw: 
the proſperity of the wicked. This he after. 


ward aſcribeth to his own ſenſual and bruti/i 


reliſhes of things; as he himſelf ſtileth them 


But when his judgment was form'd in Gop' 
ſanctuary, and rectified by the word of Go 
in its account of the end of theſe men, then 
all his envy ceaſed. See his account of this ir 
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Perry | 
Pill be changed from what it now is, when 
. the righteous ſhall ſtand in great boldneſs be- 


627) 


Se 1xxiii Palm. And in another P/alm he 
"thus warneth others, — Fret not thy ſelf 


becauſe of evil-doers, neither be thou en- 
© vious againſt the workers of iniquity : For 
they ſhall ſoon be cut down as the graſs, 
and wither as the green herb *. How 
hany have we our ſelves ſeen, thus blaſted and 


＋ 


| — in the midſt . a0 through 


eir own fooliſhneſs 


diſregard to the 


*eounſels of Gop! 


1 


The envying ſuch men's proſperity, and 
fretting at their ſucceſs, has brought much of 


their fooliſhneſs into the Churches of Chriſt, 
and into the converſation of Chriſtians, and 


hath grievouſly perverted the right ways of 


the Lord. . 

To cure this, (if we can do any thing by 
gur own teſtimony, and fervent prayers) let 
s heartily ſet our ſelves. Let us converſe 


puch with our Bibles, and by a ſound faith 
2 look to the end of all things. And let 


ſeriouſly conſider that the time is ſbort, and 
pat the end of it may not be very far from 
one of us. Then think, how the ſcene 


fore the face of ſuch as have afflicted him, 


and made no account of his labours to ſerve 
e cauſe of Gop and religion in this life, 


Where is a Book aſcribed to the author of the 
xt I am upon, that hath deſcribed in a very 
1 5 4 * Pſal. xxxvii. $8. $ 
r moving 
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(28) 
moving ſtyle, the future falvation of them 
that on account of their religion are deſpiſcd 
in this world, with the future terror and con. 
fuſion that ſhall: be the ion of their de. 
yo. And with this I cloſe. When they 

at made no account of the righteous here 
ſhall ſee them approved and honoured here. 
after, They ſhall be troubled with terrib!: 
e fear, and ſhall be amazed at the ſtrangeneſs o 
« his ſalvation, ſo far beyond all that they look 
for. They then repenting, and groaning fo: 
* anguiſh of ſpirit, ſhall ſay within them. 
« ſelves, This was he whom we had ſome. 
* times in deriſion, and a proverb of reproach 
* We fools accounted his life madneſs, anc 
„ his end to be without honour, How i: 
„he numbered among the children of Go» 
* and his Lot is among the faints ® ! ”” Th: 
unbelievers and the uncharitable ſhall go awa 
into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteou 
into life eternal; Jesvs CHRIST himſelf bein; 
conſtituted judge, who is over all Go 
<< bleſſed for ever.” Amen. 


* Wiſdom of Solomon, ch. v. 2—5. 
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